
Psalm	118	–	Week	of	June	26	
 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 118:22-23  
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes."  
 
Psalm 118 is a psalm of praise. It is one of the psalms that was traditionally sung during 
the Passover to thank God for saving his people from Egypt through the exodus. 
This psalm then is a testimony to God’s faithfulness to his people and his gift of salvation 
to his people. But as you read on in this psalmyou begin to see, with the help of the New 
Testament, that this psalm is not just about God saving Israel through the Exodus. From 
verse 22 on, we begin to see that this psalm is really about Jesus. 
 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey the Sunday before Passover, the crowds 
shouted to Jesus “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” These words are taken from psalm 118:25-26. The 
crowds were proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah and asking him to save them just as God 
had saved Israel from the Egyptians. They wanted freedom from Rome. They wanted a 
kingdom established on earth so they would be able to defeat their enemies. They 
weren’t seeking the kind of kingdom and salvation that Jesus would bring. He knew that 
very soon, these crowds would reject him. 
 
Jesus himself would quote these same words from verse 26 just two days later, when he 
said “For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say,’Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord.’” (Matthew 23:39) Jesus was speaking about his second coming. 
These words from psalm 118 were spoken to Jesus, they were spoken by Jesus, they 
will be spoken again when he returns, but it will be too late for those who reject him. 
Which is what we find in verse 22. 
 
Jesus quoted verse 22 in telling the parable of the tenants to the Pharisees in Matthew 
21. This parable was about a landowner who planted a vineyard and rented it to some 
tenants. At harvest time, the owner sent servants to collect the fruit but each time the 
tenants killed everyone he sent. Finally, he sent his son, thinking the tenants would 
respect him. But they killed the son as well. Jesus then quoted from psalm 118, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.” The Pharisees knew he was talking about them. 
 
Jesus knew he would be rejected by them, and many others. Ultimately, their rejection of 
Jesus would lead them to crucify him. Jesus’ followers are also rejected by many people. 
Even still he remains the cornerstone. He is the center of God’s universe and the only 
means by which man can be saved. Peter says this in Acts 4:10-12 claiming Jesus to be 
the cornerstone that was prophesied of in psalm 188, and that even though he is 
rejected, "salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved.” Ar you convinced Jesus is the cornerstone? 
Is he the center of your life? Can you hold onto that conviction even if others reject you 
as they rejected him? If you trust in Jesus, even in times of rejection, he will always 
remain the cornerstone that anchors your life. 
 
-written by Nathan Renfro 



	


